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Anſwer, from che Commiſs ion 
of the, Generall ¶ ſſemblieL, to 


the» Quzrec- from. thes 
PARLIAMENT. 


H Commiſsion- of 
the Generall Aſſemblicy, 
Having propounded unto them, 
from the Honourable Eſtates of Par- 
liament, this Queſtion , Wh at 
perſons are ta be admitted to 
—_— To. mrſcin armes, and joyne With 
the- forces of the kingdome,and in What capacitie_, 
for defence thereof ,agaynii the armie of Seltariesy 
Þbo. (Who contrary to. the Solemn League and (o- 
- Tenant, and Treaties) have mo#t runjuftly inva- 
Lid, and are aeftræping the kingdeme/2? Doeth hum: 
blie reunme v0 cheir L. this Anfver: : N 


That, 
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Lyves, and Eſtares of the pe Q — e 
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ſe; And con cot 


any com ne Fo to oppaſe the * ar 1 5 

5 ſervation o mr too Je ee » Of A ſe * 

1 That are already ſubdued (as is re by the Eſtares) unles — 
chere be a more generall calling of che body of the — 

; ple, then heretofore hath — Therefore in this caſe, of 08 

| great,andevident pers into wecennorbe's —— rab! 


| 2 zainſt L for op pma 
ſuch 25 are — —h 


to Cauſe :of iP 


ont omar amis ma bake packing 


D 
* 


GOD, ITT 25 no — 
affectionto che Cauſe,and particularly, 


1 —— 


es- The- Anſwers of thes Commit: 
ring f this hon of the G ener all A ſſem h lie, 


| 1 194 hey to the x letter of the- Miniſters 
| might wall of the Preſoyterie- nf Sterline- 
pere? dio them. | 

| becauſe f 41 3679 


| Tuber MN our. letters, ſent from 
and beam our. laſt- — to they ſe- 
it is alrea- "GE  - yerall Presbyteries of this Kirk, ſigni- 
die printed JS fying to them, the teſolutions of King, and 
„ Edin- © WR. © Parhament; to call foorth the bodie of the 

22 94 £1 people," throoghout the parts of this king- 


burgb, aus 
it nom 4. dome, which ate yet free from the oppreſſion of the enemie, 
| broad in ¶ for the defence, and delyverance of the kingdome; and deſy- 
ſuhe hands; dring all Miniſters, in their places, and ſtarions, to contribute 
{of many. hie endevoursꝭ for advancing that work; and fervice: As 
| ne: tben.conceive; ſo do we ſtill judge, that we did no- 
t thing, but bat our durtie M in the truſt committed tous, by 
| the Generall Aſſemblie , for the good of the Kirk, and peo- 
| * GO .in this kingdome, oblieged us to doe; And that 
6 qdytedof Miniſters, their concurrence, in ſuch ſervice, 
as the preſent condition of the kingdome, doeth requyre, and 
not onlie, the praiſe of all Chriſtian Nations, but alſo, both 
the law of nature, andthe Law of G © D, doeth allow, and 


| approve, 
* 


c. F 


Tube onſwerof theo 


approve; Expecting, that the Servants of G 
— affection — ſuffering, and bleeding condition 
this Kirk, and kingdome, and reſpect to the law full com- 
mands of authoritie , ſhould not been deficient to ſo neceſſa- 
rie, and pious a ſervice: Or, that if anie ſhould fynd matter of 
ſcruple, and doubt in the publick reſolution, concerning that 
= ſervice, which might retard, or put chem to a demurre there- 
in, that they would have come, or ſent ſome fro them, to com- 
municate cheir doubts, and ſcruples, with us, that by canfe- 
rence thereupon, light might have been ſopght, for remg- 
ving of mistakes, rather then, remayning at diſtance, without 
neceſſitie, ſent their mynd, poſitivelie determining, contrary 
to the publick reſolution in wryting, which, ordinarilie 
proves a ſnare, in matters of controverſie, which is not ea- 
lilie winne out of againe , men ſeldome comming off from 
that, which once they have in matters of chat kynd, put pen 
to paper on: But no wayes expecting, that any brethren would 
have been fo diſreſpective to the publick judicatorie of the 
union in the Kirk 


Kirk, and ſo forward to vndoe peace, and 
_ of GOD, as to goe up to Pulpits, and. ARE gblic 

gaynſt the reſolutions of the publick Iudicatorig, betc 
they had recourſe. to themſelves, to be informed. of thi 
grounds, and reaſons of their „„ nmy 
cate-anie doubts, themſelves had upon the ſame , as to 
great griefe, we heare ſome have done. This, as it is moſt diſ- 


ordetlie, and ſcandalous, ſo it cannot, but at this ty 
molt prejudiciall to the ſafetie of the kirk, and Kingdom 
and advantagioustothe deſignes. of che publick enemies An 
we expect, chat Preshyteries, in Gene ctive bounds, 1 

take notice of what bach been done this wWay, 


. ſo as the offence may be taken e an 
viated, ſo farre as may be. As for.lacisfa 


and te 
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W 80G reproveghs 
the. prejudice 
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Tn a pÞlick folg, i 
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| cheaJuetieyallowed, anfapproven,of Oi keen 


heir ;,as Wt 
1 0 s * : pt + 9 92 x * x 9 5 21 2 LL : 

have intimate before, this might: have been, mote. yen 

FS. * > 2 » 1 3 | ; | fientlis one 


* 


6 The anfwev of the (ommiſſus.” 
entlle done in mutuall conference together, inthe {; 
love, and meekeeffe, then in the way, chat is by ſome: — 
et fall we not tefuſe even in this way, to hold forth to others, 
theſe grounds, wherewich we our ſelves wete ſatisfied, and we 
ge: all in this Kirk. and kingdome, ought tobe, and may be 
25 d. as alſoto anſwer theſe contratie reaſons, which have 
been brought, and we were nor ignorant of, when we agreed 
upon that reſolution. 

And firſt, we ſhall deſyre every oneferiouſly to conſider the 
caſt and condition wherein the kingdome is — & ſtan- 
deth,at this tyme, that 8 are not upon an engagement of 

e warre, but upon neceſſary defence againſt a forraigne 
— per hath not — — juſtly invaded us, allo{chroogh 
permiſſive prov — GOD) flaine many of our 
15725 with Fe ith the bord, fubdoed a great part of the Land, is 
EEE the people of GOD therein, and following — 
2 againſt the reſt of the ki 
caſe, in the ordinary way of —— according 
which men muſt act, they would be guilty of — 
t 1 and ought to be employed againſt t 
4 nem Ucn competency of po Wer, pad 1 
11 sc Reds wheres  ourof His 
ye Earp, hard — or may doe, in the caſe of want, or diſ- 
proportion of meanes: That ig uch — 9 me, as 
. from the opgreſſion of t ſo out of 
Which any men can be raiſed, hire longed jo to get 
9 rg 1 unleſſe there be a more general 
th of the body of the n hath been 


The Ares the — 


che er ND 7 


eredit to the teſtimon 
ſes, ſuch as theſe are Soc e 
thren in their letter, wbileas for aſſerting the exerc ans A theix 
judgement anent this point, of the neceſũty of the Ringdomaia 
a way of diſſenting — eee non, 


Aſſembly 1648, dae g the Par nd 
them in the lawfulneſſe, and — the warre, ſeeme ne 
to argue to the purpoſe, becauſe there the queſtion was about a 
point de jure, here the queſtion is about the exiſtence o — 
ſicall meanes. 


The caſe of the kingdom ſtanding thus, the . — 


— — 2 — — — — raiſe all fenſible p 
nowle ubjects of the 
in the 2 reſolution — 
kingdom, from the unjuſt violence & oppreſſion of Mg 
enemy? Wejudg — courſe not only tobe lawfall, barn eccl» 
fary duetie — caſe,for theſe reaſons: 1. Becanſe it hath beet 
throu ball zenerations, and is at this day, the | nc 
| raiſe ofall chriſtian kingdoms, 3 
juſt defence, a = we ores $99 me a 
acknowled 


bona 
ceive, that ſo 
uncontroverted, 
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e ptaQiſc of owe Syn firſt reformers of this Kirk, may be 
calledro&mynd, who didreceive ſundry unto cmanionofcoun- 
fells, & acting with them, againſt the Queen Regents faction, 
who had been before upon her part and faction, oppoſing the 
Congregation, when as they came to acknowledgemeut of 
their former errours, & were willing to joyn with the Congre- 
gition, in the good cauſe. 2. As the law of nature binds & . 
| 355 every one: that is a member of the politicall body of a king- 


2 want good d car reaſon for it: And here we ſhal deſire 


om, or State, to endevout, to the uttermoſt of their power, the 


eſet vation ofthe whole, & of other fellow members, in a juſt . 


Juarrell, & cauſe, which if they refuſe to doe, they are guilty of 
murther, and treachery againſt the Common-Wealth: So the 
ſame la w of nature allowes the body, & layes an obligation up- 
on ſuch, as are governours & rulers of that body, to call for the 
help and aſſiſtance of every member, as neceſsity requireth, for 
defence & deliverance of the — from injuſt violence & de- 
ſtruction, which if they doe not, they run into the ſame guilti- 
neſſe, & betray their truſt: Or, to make the matter more clear, 
take this formed argument: That which any is obliged to doe 
for anothers —— cannot omit, wichout che guilti- 
neſſe of anothers deſtruction, that may the other lawfolly re- 
quite of him, when he needeth it, and when it may be done by 
Fim, without the undoing of a greater good, then is the others 
| preſervation: But ſo it is, that every ſubject of the kingdom, is 
obliged by the law of nature, their oath of allegeance, their Co- 
eke of GOD, to endevour, to the uttermoſt of their 
wer: the preſervation of the kin —_ injuſtviolece: 
Therefore theit helpe may be lawfully called for by ſuch as are 
Nauthority, for this end, whe the kingdoms preſervati6:ſtands: 
waced of ic, & their help tends not to the undoing of a greater: 
good, thẽ is the preſervation of che ſafety of the kingdom. But, 
D aſſume in way of proſyllogiſme, the preſervatiò of the ſafety 
the kingdom, at thistyme, againſt injuſt violence, ſtands in 
ed of the help of many ſubjects, who haue been formerly de- 
aaredfe6 ryſing la arm, &cheir power may be employed for 
nn K chat end, 


* 8 TY 
2. * 7 x 
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— 5 


* 


he objeRtiGs:' erfore,8&c.z3:W 
our hearts; adviſed with the Word: 


which might be brought thence, but ſhall only pbint᷑ at one or 
Sf peaking clearly tothe point. 


when, becauſe of great defection purityof 
& the Covenãt of GOD in that ancient Kirk they were brbghe 
under the oppreſsion of forraign enemies; yet. when as any. go 
vernour — raiſed a. by pa for their — — 2 
fro oppreſsion, dᷓ the people are raiſed. & gathered our for that 
end, Dated them allcaliedonr promi ll — 
ding a great part of them. no quettiatybhad been inthe | 
And it canot be ſaid, without grouridles caſhnes;har al ſuch had 
iven convincing evidences of true repentatioe: Neither do we 
bad that any of their governors are reproved, for not excluding 
ſuch as had been in the defection, frò ryſing in atma, fot the tie» 
ceſſaty defence &deliveranceof the Land: ;ut on the conttarys 
we find ſad reproofs, & terrible curſes, pronounced ageinſt th, 
that came not out to the work: udg. j. 5. 15. 16. 17. 23. And who 
will ſay, that there were none amang(t theſe mentioned theres 
had been in the defeQion?2. The like may be ſeen in the hiſtory 
of the Kings & Chronicles, that, when after a defection fr6 Reli- 
gion, & the Covenãt of GOD, gracious reforming kings aroſe» 
& had to doe againſt forraign invaſion, we find not theſe kinga 
debarring any ſubjects, but calling them out promiſcuouſſy, for 
the juſt & neceſſaty defence of the kingdom: Neither do wee- 
ver find it laid to their charge, that they called out ſuch, or ſue 
ſubjects, upon rhat ſervice, though we may clearly petceive by 
the ſtory, & ſermons of the Prophets of the times, that in tim of 
beſt kings, & belt teformations, the greater part of tha body of 
2 the people 
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were very wicked, & tilt retaining in their practiſeg. 


ſticion: are well known to ſuch as have any 
ac e in Scripeure.3. We finda very clear pratiſe,ſtam- 
ed with divine * — and followed wich the LORDS: - 
: making it ſuccesfall , ſpeaking aboundantly to our 
point, i- S. 11. Where,in the caſe of Fabeſh-gilead;be by- 
a forcaignenemy;Sdu/cSmands all ruel to come forth, for the 
defence & delivery of their brethren, under pain of a ſevere ci- 
vill cenſure: Whetein we deſire theſe thingt to be conſidered. 
1. That what San did in this buſines, was by the motion of the 
Spirit of GOD-20 wit, acting him to doe the duety of his Royall 
— 7 2. That hat tho people did in obedience tothe com- 
| were alſo moved thereunto of GOD, by an impreſ- 
fion of his feat, making the, to wit, to reverEce the authority of 
tho king, called by him, &no acting his 1 in this- 
acting is cõourring. & acting jointly wich Sani, without 
Aki = oppoſiti — is taken. 4. As all 
the body of che people is cõmanded to riſe, ſo all come forth as 
one man, & yet Cap nua. many amongſt them (as is appa- 
rent a great faction) were ſonnes of Belial, wicked & turbulent 
perſons, who malignantly oppoſed the work, & clear revealed 
will of GOD, in calling Saulto the governement of his people. 
We deſiro that Calvin ſermons on ter be read, where - 
ia, amongſt other things chat make to our purpoſe, it will be 
Wund, that that learned, ſudicious, & pious writer, doth cõdemn 
the citizens of abeſſgilead, of much ſinfulnes, for that they 
were ſo ſoon ready to yeeld unto, & capitulat with the enemy, 
& did not firſt pray to GOD; and call for the hoip of their brethrẽ, 
the like whereof, we are ſory, that the courſes of ſome in this 
Land,at leaſt in the condition of t be wor | leads unto, whileas the- 
neceſſary helpoffellow ſubjects againſt an invading & oppreſ- 
ling enemy, is not only not called for, but rejected, 8&-6ppoſed 
by them. 4. To reaſon in a mote particular way to our caſe, in 


f hypotheſs, we deſire it may be conſidered, that ſuch as are exclu- 


ded;who ate a great part of the remnant ofthe Land, If not the 
. if cules of excluſion, as they are urged in the letter, 
A „ and applyed equally, & impartially, having thew 


lives, Iiberties, and eſtates allowed unto them, muſt either be in 
theſe —— (we menn in fo farre asis * petent to 
man to doe ter a competent power, eir pro- 
tectionagainſt the vi vor if that cannot — them, as 
certainly it cannot be given, as the condition of this Land now 
ſandeth, they muſt be allowed to act for their defence, n 
2 dat vitam, dat neceſſaria, & cenſeuentis ad vitam: Now hom 
hall they act, and take up armes for thefrown defence, and the 
defence of the countrey, if they be not called thereunto, and 
allowed by authoritie ? If it ſhall be ſaid, that they may be per · 
mitted to act for their own defence e repone, that muſt eichee 
be in a joint way with others in the Land, &if ſo; chen the thing 
in queſtion is granted upon the matter, but in a way diſorder⸗ 
lie, and more dangerous, then that which is deſired, and reſols 
ved upon: Or apart, and by themſelves: Certainly that were s 
more ready way, as thejcondition.of the Land now ſtandeth, te 
expoſe both themſelves, and others, and the whole Land, tw 
fuine , and wee haus alreadie found too ſad experience of 
acting this way. | | 2 EE 
We come now to anſwer the reaſons, & obje&tions;bronghe 
on the contrary; Andfirſt, we obſerve, that no teſtimonies or 
grounds of Scripture , are alledged in an head by themſelves, 
againſt the reſolution, to ſhow that it is a courſe ſinfull init felE 
Only in the firſt branch of the ſecond reaſon, ſome are pointed 
at, which were made.uſe of anno 1648, againſt the aſſociating 
wich f Ne in the 5 and ars 
alledged allo to ſpeak much againſt the preſent buſines:: But io 
is not ſufficient to ſay , and dictat this, it ought to have been 
cleared, if it could been: But the caſes are very much different, 
tie was of an invafive 8 an er —_ 2 
lignants, notourly continuing in their malignant courſes: and t 
without any — , chere bein g ſufficiency of honeſt men to 
bave been — » had the cauſe been good, this is of juſt 
and neceſſary defence, againſt forraign p ing invaſion,ar\ 
oppreſsion, wherein tho, none are tobe employed, chat conti 
nue in a coutſe of malignancie: The places pointed at, may well 
„ R 24 peak 
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ſpeale againſt that, hut doe not reach this. We need ſay no 
anores unleſſe there were ſome ſhow of proofo to the contrary, 
; ſhall ſay ſome what particularly to one a that which 
band. inthe caſe of Amaeziabsaflociating with, and taking to 
bim the Iſraelits, for help in his juſt defence, 2. Chron. 25. 7. O 
King, let nos the army of Iſrael goe with thee, for the LORD. it nat 
2 even with all. the bouſe of Ephraim , as being mainly 
d and ſcems molt to ſtick wich ſome in the preſent buſi- 
14. to which ſundry things may beanſwered, which clear 
preſent. buſineſſe from the force thereof. 1. The Iſraelits 
were idolaters, and forrainers, not ſo in our caſe, in either re- 
: Bytitis alledged, that the reaſon why Ameziah is diſ- 
_ Twaded from taking cheir aſsiſtance, is, Becaufe GOD was not 
wich them, and therefore the ſame reaſon, having place in ma- 
nie of cheſe, whom the preſent reſolution comprehendeth, the 
diſſwaſion hath the ſame force againſt them. Therefore 2. 
GOD'S not being with them, may be either conceived and un- 
derſtood, in regard of the eſtate of grace, and reconciliation 
with GOD, but how-ſo-ever that with many of them GOD 
was not; in this regard, yet the reaſon cannot be alledged in this 
ſenſe, becauſe then it would follow by the argument, that we 
—— take the help of any man our of the eſtate of g race, 
or our juſt and neceſſary defence, which none will admit; or, 
it may be underſtood of GOD'S aſsiſtance, and proſpering pro- 
vidence ſimply: But neither can it be taken thus, becauſe it is 
certain and clear, that GOD was often with them in this ſenſe, 
in their own cauſe and quartells, therefore it muſt needs be 
conceived, in regard of their profeſſion, and Religion, which 
wascarrupt, and idolatrous, Now the reaſon thus underſtood, 
hath not place in our buſineſſe. 3. Yer doe we not find, that 
- Mmaziab is commanded to exclude any of the ſubjects of his 
on kingdom, from acting in that defence, or reproved for 
not doing of it, notwithſtanding many of them, no doubt, were 
1 and corrupt in their Way, 2. Xing. 14. 4. 
The fieſt ceaſan, is taken from the fourch article of the Co- 
vyenant, that the reſolution agreed upon, is inconſiſtent — 
wit 


D* 


* 
* 


wich, the ſcope whereof; isalledged to be againſtthe employs 
ment of — becauſe it byndeth tows — | 
bting them to condign puniſhment, whichis a — 5 
of diſtance: To which we anſwer, No perſons that are ſuck; as 
are deſcrived in that article, are — be employed, or, wa 
hope, ſhall be employed: Or, if any ſuch be employed, we think 
it our duety, to effi again them, yet doe we not think, that 
were a ſufficient or warrant, for any godly, and honeſt 
ſubject, to withdraw their concurrence, from defending their 
countrey, in a juſt cauſe, when called thereunto by lawfull av» 
thoritie: But,ifany,who have been ſometyme ſuch, and having 
been cenſured, as bath been judged convenient by the ſupreme 
judicatories, or have been pardoned, doe now renounce, a 
engage themſelves againſt ſuch courſes, by all the meſt ſolemn 
tyes,that can beimpoſed upon men, or not found notourly pro- 
phane, or flagitious, and are acknowledged members of State, 
and Kirk, be | 4 drag g to clear bound duety, for tho 
juſt and neceſſaty defence of the kingdom, that article, to aur 
capacitie, ſpeaketh nothing againſt this. FEY 
Tothe — Alledging the way that is taken, to be againſt 
former publick reſolutions, declarations, our ſolemn engage» 


ment, &c. we ſhall not need to inſiſt in — ſever 


y 
every branch thereof, becauſe all of them may be cleared, by 


' ſome common conſiderations. 1. Our firſt declarations, and 


publick reſolutions, and engagements concerning this matter, 
were conceived in relation to acting, in a way of proſecution 
of the cauſe, and no wayes intended to the ay ap of jult 
and neceſſarie defence of the kingdom, againſt forraign in- 
vaſions, for which we are allowed and bound by the law of 
nature (which no humane lawes or reſolutions can inftinge 
or prejudge) to make uſe of all ſubjects in the kingdom, if 
the making uſe of them be not ſinfull in it ſelfe, and may be 
without prejudice of che canſe. And here, we deſire it may 
be remembred, that in the beginning of theſe troubles, awe 
163 8, when as there were then ſtanding lawes in this king - 


dom, which are not yet reptaled to this day, Ache ol 
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ſubjects from ryſing in armes, without the kings expreſſe war- 
rant and command: Tet the ſubjects of this kingdom, percei. 
ring themſelves in danger to be deſtroyed by forraign inva- 
Lion, did fynd theſe lawes no wayes to bynd up their hands, 
from taking armes, for thier juſt defence, and ſelfe preſerva- 
tion, theſe lawes, in the intention of the law-giver, being 
made for the preſervation of the kingdom, and not for the 
deſtruction of ic: And accordingly, when the pacification was 
made at BZA wiex, they refuſed co take a Pardon for what 
they had done, in taking armes, not only without, but againſt 
the kings command, alledging, and that ttuelie, that they had 
not broken the law, in regard they had but obeyed the law of 
nature; ina caſe of necethicis „in prejudice of which, cheſe 
lawes could not be conceived to be made: Andwe conceive 
the verie ſame is applicable to our former reſolutions, decla- 
rations, &c. in relation to our preſent caſe. 2. What is ſayd in 
latter declarations concerring this matter, in relation even to 
defence agaynſt our invaders, as it ſtreatcheth further, then 
the declared intention of former teſolutions, ſo it was in a 
tyme, when the whole kingdom was inteere, and there might 
be a choiſe made of inſtruments to act, and we confeſſe, in ſuch 
a caſe choiſe ſhonld: be made, of the beſt inſtruments, but now 


— 


the caſe is altered. And as to the anſwer given by the Commiſ- 


Gon at SrERL IAI tothe Queree propounded by the Kings 
Majeſtie, about the end of September, the lyke may be ſay 

there being then conſiderable forces gathered in the Wes r, 
by whom much was expected, by honeſt people, and the rem- 


nants of the armie which were at STE NLI ANI, and on this 


de, together with ſuch recruirs as were then a levying, being 
joyned together, might have been a conſiderable power, to 
ave oppoſed the enemie, without any urgent neceſſitie to em- 
2 Vet 3. neither at this tyme is it teſolved that anie 
e employed, that are either knownly prophane, or continuing 
In enmitie and oppoſition to the COV/e Dent, at d cauſe of God. 
Fo the third, Taken from the eminent — 7 „ Which is al · 
ledged will inevitable follo the way reſolved upon, becauſe 
W —* *. ,. theſemen, 
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the ae ee own principles, and for 
their own ends, de 
1. Suppoſe there be ſome danger of this kynd, yet it is not cer- 
tiyn, and inevitable; And we deſyte it may be conſidered, that 
on the other hand. it neceſſarie help, in it felf not finfull, bo not 
employed, there is certayn tuine, both to kingdom, and cauſe, 
without an extraordinarie divine work, which we have no 
wartant to look for, neglecting ordinarie means: Let theſes 
two be weighed in the ballance, one agaynſt another, and las 
warrantable Chriſtian prudence judge - which of them were 
to be choſen. 2. We cannot ſee the danger untoche Cauſe of 
60, ſo appatent, and great, by this way of defence of the 
kingdom, Conſidering 1. That manie of theſe now to be em- 
loyed therein, who have been debarred, were formerlie 
known active favourers, and promoters of the cauſe, and haus 
ſolemnlie declared theit acknowledgement of the ſinfulneſſe 
of theit fall from their ſteadfaſtnefle, and their ſorrow for 


the ſime. and have bound themſelves, to a more firm and faick- 


fall adhering to the cauſe, and Covenant, by all the bands, that 
ean be impoſed upon men. 2. That none ate to be employed; 
who are knoyn to be (till of a contrarie · Mynd and affection. 
3. That none, of whom there may be the leaſt ſuſþition this 
way are to getſuch power, or truſt put in their hand, forde< 
fending the kingdome, as may be prejudiciall to che cauſe. 


4. For preventing anie danger of this kynd, we reſolve te 


have a particular dath, to be tendered unto, and taken by all, 


who ate to be on the ſecyice,as full, and bynding, as poſſiblie 

men can conceive, to guard the cauſe of GOD. and work ok 

reformation from all harm or prejudice. 5. The 9 | 
ed 7 and 


that manie oF theſe, who have been formerlie excl 


now ate to be admitted, did make to the cauſe of GOD, d 


aryſe upon their ſinfull prefererfte of the kings intereſt, to the 
cauſe, which were then ſeparated, and ſtanding in oppoſition” 
one to another: But now che intereſt of the king. and the cauſe, 
being joyned in one, and the king now having bouud himſut 


ſtructive to the Work of GOD; We anſwer. 


by Cove · 
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' hy Covenant, and oaths, ſolemnlie renewed, at his Coronation; 
to maintain the Covenant, and cauſe, there cannot be ſo evi- 
danger apprehended that way. | 
To the fourth , Taken from ſcandall and offence of the 
odlie, Ie is anſwered, 1. The meanes reſolved on, being not 
in it ſelf, and being neceſſarie in the preſent caſe and 
gonditian of the Land, the offence and ſcandall cannot be 
G1ven, but Tacsw: And therefore, 2. If anie godlie ſhall 
with-draw themſelves, from contributing their neceſſarie con- 
curtence, for the defence of the kingdom, they cannot but 
higblie ſinne agaynſt GOD, in deſerting their neceſſatie due- 
tie, and we doe wiſn, and hope, that there be no active inſtru- 
ments, to cauſe honeſt and godlie people in the Land to ſtum- 
ble, and offend more, then either they of themſelves are incly- 
ned to doe, or they can have occaſion by the publick reſolu- 
tion. 3. Suppoſe the Magiſtrate ſhould employ ſome perſons 
whom he ought not, yet we doe not ſee, how that anie godlie 
ought, or could, without ſinne, lye aback from concurrigg in 
the jaſt defence of their countrey , in the neceſſitie thereof, 
and being called by lawfull authoritie. 
To the fifth, Wherein it is ſayd, That it ſeemeth to make 
voyd the ſtrength of ſeverall anſwers, given to the adverſatie, 
alledging. our acceſſion to the unlawfull engagement, and to 
promoting a malignant partie, and intereſt, and to contribute 
to the jalkityin of theic quarrell, and to heighten them in 
cheit hopes, and reſolutions agaynſt this Land, It is anſwered, 
1. It can no wayes favour anie alledgeance of the adverſarie, 
of our acceſſion to the unlawfull engagement, or promoting 
¶ anie maliguant partie, or intereſt, ſeing none are to bee ad- 
ited, who have been acceſſorie to the engagement, but ſuch, 
as have ſolemnlie, and publicklic renounced the ſame, and all 
gougſes'tending thereto, and make declaration of their ac- 
knowledgement of the ſinfulneſſe, and unlawfulneſſe thereof, 
dee engage themſelves never to come anie way in oppoſition 
ta the Covenant, and cauſe of GOD. 2. Wee ſee nortiow it 
eaa any way juſtiſie their quarreil,& wewith chat none amõgſt 


our ſelves 
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our ſelves had given, or dog givethem injuſtlie, pretencesof 
juſtifying cheir quarrel}. 3. We mult nor ſtand to make uſe 
of lawfull and neceſſarie meanes, for our juſt Defence; v 
their „ ee groundles bigge hopes, ind injuſt teſolutie 
agaynſt us. Arc 
Tothe ſixth, What is alledged therein, is as eafilje deny 
aSitis affirmed: And here we cannot bur obſerve, that, w 
is generallie throughout this whole letter, that all. who have 
been hitherto debarred from . aQirig , what ever they have 
been before, and what ever be their teſtimonies now of _— 
tance, fox anie ſinfull courfe they have been upon, for a 
tyme, for which they have given ſatisfaction to the K 1 x K, 
are yet counted Malignants, which we cannot but think a ve- 
rie hard, and char Be iges and the rather, remem- 
bring that in the Commiſſion at STSALINE , after the De- 
feat, it was otherwyſe publicklie acknowledge. 
To the ſeventh, 1. We acknowledge, that we have cauſe to 
be affrayed of the LORDS indignation, and conttoverſie 
agaynſt the Land, both for the ſinnes of ſach as are now to be 
employed, as alſo for the ſinnes of others, as well as of them; 
but we ſee no cauſe to bee affrayed of GODS indignation, 
Iimplie upon this account, that neceſſarie meanes, allowed t 
the Law of GOD, and the law of nature, be made uſe o 
for our juſt and neceſſarie defence: And as forthatenemie, be 
is not onlie the Rod of GODS anger, and the Staffe in His 
Hand the LORDS indignation, agaynſt Malignanti; but 
alſo agaynſt the whole Land „even the godlie themſelves, as 
is at this day viſible, in all the three kin ples becauſe of our 
manyfold ſinnes, hypocriſies, and diſobedience to the Goſpell 


I? 


of CHRIST, So, if this alledgeance have anie force tothe 
poynt, for which it is brought, it ſhould follow, that all and 
everie one of us ſhould lye down, and doe nothing agaynſt the 
enemy at all: Certainly, although Aſhur was the Rod of GODS 
anger agaynſt the hypocriticall nation of che Tswrs z yet 
that was no argumẽt why that people might not ſtand in their 
defence agaynſt that enemies, 


C Whereas 
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13 "The anſwer of the Commiſſion etc. 
-/;; -Whereasitis ſayd, That the neceſſitie pleaded for the pre- 
ſent reſolution, doeth not cleare them in theſe thinges, be- 
r in the year 1646. albeit the neceſsitie 
was pleaded by the ComMiTTEs of Es rar s, for the ca- 
ee with JaMgs GRAHAM, and bis adherents, yet that 
id not hinder the Couuiss ox, to beare teſtimonie againſt 
the pardoning of them, which was much leſſe then employing 
them, It ü anſwered, 1- That the neceſsitie being cleare ( as 
it hath been cleared in the preſent caſe ) Pleadeth moſt ſtrong- 
lie for , and may cleare anie an the making ule of 
meanes, in themſelyes lawfull, for juſt defence. 2. That ne- 
ceſsitie, pleaded by the Couu iT TIE of Es rArES, was 
meerelie pretended, they having then ſufficiencie of power ta 
ye ſuppreſſed, and taken order with that enemie. What is 
ledged fromthe paſſages, and papersalreadie cited, as ſpea- 
king agaynſt theemploying of them in our Armie, in the de- 
fence of the ingdo 3 hath been alceadic fuffcienlie anſe, 
red. That which folloyeth, ſpoken agaynſt unbeliefe, in caſe 
of the ſcarceneſſe of meanes, &. Wee acknowledge the Di- 
vine Trueth of that, that it is all one with G O D to ſave wich 
paanie, or with few, and that it is great ſinne, to be misbelie- 
ing, when. G ON. in His Providence redactech us to ſcarce. 
tie of ſecundatie Hg hut that it is ao ground for us, te 
veglect the uſe of Fand , and competent meanes, 
when GOD 4 A ord them, ſuch as He hath yet, Bleſ- 
&d be His Namo, left unto us in this Land. But hone of un- 
gerſtanqing, whom wee meet with, doe ſee, how theſe can be 
had, without ſuch a calling forth of the Neef theſe parts 
of the Land, that are yet free from the oppreſsion of the ene- 
mie, as ei forth in che publick reſolution , which being 
made uſe of, as they may be made uſe of, without ſuch ſhares, 
| Age tothe cauſe of GOD.and any given ſcandall, and juſt 
grielę to the godlie, as. is. pretended what ever be the event 
— thereppgn, give, us leave to ſay, will be more peace and com- 
fort £0 us, then if anie further calamitie ſhould come upon the 


Land, lawfull and neceſſarie meanes affoorded by providence, 
| not having 
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hath been anſwered before, untill it come to theſe wordes, 
But wee cannot couceave how the Kingdome and Cauſe can bee 
well ſeparated, &c. Wherein, give us leave to ſay, without 
offence, great injurie is done the Co Mx MISS IOM of the 
KIA E, in that reſolution, whileas it is alledged, that therein 
we doe ſeparate the kingdome, from the Cauſe , as we were 
going contrarie to the mynd and courſe of this K I A K and 


Kingdome, theſe twelve yeares paſt, which never ſeparated 


them, and were homologating with ſuch, as being adverſaries, 
and undermyners of the Cauſe, have eros co put Reli- 
gion out of the quarrell. Doech our mentioning onlie the 
kin gdome in that reſolution, import a ſeparation of che King- 
dome, andche Cauſe, in the quarrell agaynſt our enemie ? Or 
what Logick can draw out ſuch a conſequence out of it? Wee 
doe think, that the kingdome being in danger by this enemie, 
the Cauſe alſois in danger, and the defending of che king- 

dome, will be the defending of che Cauſe alſo: And wee truſt 
no inſtrumants ſhall bee employed for the defence of theking- 
dome, to the prejudice of the Cauſe: So that wee ſee not that 
much advantage is by that reſolution given to the enemie; and 
wee wonder how it can bee ſayd, to bee inductive to others, 

to comply with them, to the prejudice of the kingdome, as 

being of leſſe value and importance, then the Caufe , except 
theſe others, be ſuch, as have caſt off naturall affeRion to their 
native kingdome, or judge theſe who are preſent enemies to 
the kingdome, not ro bee enemies to the Cauſe. 


A. Ker. 


Pez TH MARCH 13. 1651. 
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He Letter of the Miniſters of the Preſbyterie of Stirling is not 


here printed as was intended, The ſame being already printed at; 
Edinburgh, under the falſe and odious title of A Remonſtrance of 
the Presbytery of Stirling againſt the preſent cdhjunction with 
the Malignant partie, and ſpread throughout the Kingdom by wh at. 
meanes and warrand it's not known, | 
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not having been made uſe of. What followeth here · after, 
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